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E OF CALIFORNIA-RESOURCES AGENCY WILLIAM E. WARNE, Director

PARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

September 2k, l<^k

Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Governor
and Members of the Legislature of
the State of California

Gentlemen:

I have the honor to transmit herewith
Bulletin No. 21-63 of the Department of V/ater Resources
entitled "Irrigation and Water Storage Districts in
California, I963." This is the latest of a series of
similar reports which have been published periodically
since 1929.

Irrigation and water storage districts are
required by law to submit annual reports of their
operations and financial affairs to the Department of
V;ater Resources. Irrigation districts and, in certain
circumstances, other districts are also required to
file similar reports with the California Districts
Securities Commission. The statistical information in
Bulletin No. 21-63 has been obtained from these reports.

This bulletin presents information on the
operation of the districts for the year I963 and a
tabulation of significant legislation pertaining to
future operations of irrigation and water storage
districts.

Sincerely yours.

Director
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SUMMARY

As of December 31, I963, there were 107 irrigation

districts and 9 water storage districts in the State. These

districts encompassed a total area of approximately 5,784,000

acres, or 9,040 square miles. In I963, the reporting districts

diverted an estimated total of 14,309,000 acre -feet of water,

of which approximately 8,380,000 acre -feet were delivered

within the districts to irrigate some 2,480,000 acres of land.

Water deliveries within the districts for domestic, industrial,

and municipal uses amounted to approximately 121,000 acre -feet.

By way of comparison, these same districts reportedly

diverted approximately 14,630,000 acre -feet of water during 1962.

Of this total, 8,734,000 acre-feet were utilized to irrigate

2,577,000 acres and 125,000 acre-feet were delivered for domestic,

industrial, and municipal purposes.

No new districts were organized during I963, nor were

there any dissolutions, annexations, or consolidations of

districts.

A plate showing the general location of existing

California irrigation districts and water storage districts follows

the tables of statistical data in this report.
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INTiiODUCTION

bulletin No. 21-63 presents statistical data con-

cerning the activities of irrigation and v/ater storage districts.

The statistical data contained in this b^'lletin are extracted

from annual reports which these districts are required by law

to submit to the Department of ".ater resources ('.ater Code

Sections 22337 and 44429) and to the California Districts

Securities Coinr.^ission ('..ater Code Section 20025). These data

sumraarize the physical operations of the various districts for

the calendar year I963. The department has made no independent

investigation to determine the accuracy of the data herein

presented. Annual reports were available from all but one

irrigation district, although many reports contained incomplete

data.

Information concerning financial transactions of the

districts may be obtained from reports prepared annually by

the State Controller.

FORMATION OF N;^"; DISTRICTS

The Department of . ater riesources is required by

Sections 20822 and 39600 of the ..ater Code to investigate and

report on the feasioility of all proposed irrigation and water

storage district projects. In regard to water storage districts,
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the department is also required to hold public hearings,

establish district boundaries, and conduct formation elec-

tions (>.ater Code Sections 39400 through 40103).

There v;ere no new irrigation districts or water

storage districts organized during 19^3.

DISSOLUTION OF DISTRICTS

Dissolution of irrigation districts may be accom-

plished by either voluntary or involuntary procedures as out-

lined in Sections 27400 through 2775S of the Vater Code.

Any water storage district may be dissolved for the

same reasons, under the same circumstances, in the same manner,

upon the same conditions, and .jith the same results as is or

may be provided by the lav.'s of the State for the dissolution

of irrigation districts ('..ater Code Ejection 48400 through 484OI).

however, the Department records show that no irrigation

or water storage districts were dissolved in I963.

INCLUSIONS AND LXCLUSIONS

Chapters 1, 2, and 3 of Part 11 of Division 11 of

the California ..'ater Code provide for the inclusion or exclu-

sion of lands upon petition, hearing, and order of the Board

of Directors of irrigation districts.

-2-



During 19^3 many irrigation districts included or

excluded lands with resultant clianges in district boundaries.

A number of these changes v/ere of such magnitude as to v;arrant

the revision of the plate showing the location of districts

and which follows the statistical date in this report.

Chapters 1 and 2 of Part 10 of Division 14 of the

V.ater Code provide for the inclusion or exclusion of lands of

water storage aistricts upon petition, hearing, ana order of

the Department of .ater .iesources. Several water storage dis-

trict boundaries were changed during 19^3 due to inclusions and

exclusions.

LLGISLATION AFrECTING DISTRICTS

The 1963 session of the California State Legislature

made numerous changes to many of the general and special acts

which provide for the establishment and government of 'water

service agencies.

The raoot significant change v;as contained in Assembly

Bill Ko. 2963 wnich became Chapter I6O7, Statutes of I963

.

This stai.ute amends manj'" sections of the .ater c^torage District

Law (Division lu 01 the ..ater Ooue, comprising Sections 390UO

through 484CI). by such amendments many functions of the

Department of .ater iCesources are ti'ansferred to either the

California Districts securities Comijiission or to the boards of

director's of the districts. oection 44429 of the ..ater Code
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was amended to transfer to the Districts oecurities Commission

the functions of the department vjhich concern annual reports of

the districts. This transfer is to be effective on July 1, I965.

The following is a tabulation of significant legisla-

tion which was enacted into law during I963 and which affects

the operations of irrigation districts ana \'Vater storage districts.

Irrigation Districts (Division 11 of the California .ater Code)

Bond denominations, Ch. "^36 (SB 290)
Collector's deeds, mineral rights, Ch. 2046 (SB 9^3)
Construction contracts, negotiation with bidders,

Ch. 947 (AB 2499)
Directors, compensation of, Ch. "00 (AB 1930)
LI Dorado Irrigation District: Powers, Ch. 492 (AB 1S25)
Dissolution of improvement districts, Ch. IS (AB 86)
Information to oe filed with Secretary of State, Ch. 457

(AB 112)
imorovement districts within; formation and bond financing,

Ch. 580 (SB 8)
Lien of imorovement district assessments, removal, Ch. 505

(SB 681)'

Officers' bonds, Ch. 58I (SB 10)
Officers' salaries, aviation schools and airports, Ch. 2132

(AB 2232)
Pov/ers, contracts for operating, msintaining, or improving

ditches ana laterals, Ch. 524 ( Srs 823)
Public liability, Ch. 1681 (^B 42); Ch. 1715 (SB 43);

Ch. 1682 (oB uk)
Publication of delinquency lists, Ch. 34 (AB 89)
Sev/age disposal, Ch. 420 (SB 742)

California ^.ater Storage Districts (uivision I4 of the California
\.ater Code)

Assessments: alternative orovisions for collection by
county, Ch. 905 (SB 689)'

Condemnation Outside Boundaries; sale of excess prooerty
acquired by condemnation, Ch, 239 (AB 315)

-4-



California ater Storage Districts (Continued)

Consolidations, Ch. 163 (AB :>hh) ; Ch. 2132 (AB 2232)
Formation petition: time for hearing of, Ch. 369 (AB 973)
i-'und raising, methods of: tolls, assessments, Ch. 181

(AB 532)
Inclusions, Ch. 1L)84 (AB 186?)
Information to be filed with Secretary of State, Ch. 457

(AB 112)
Modification or abandonment of orojects, Ch. 68 (AB 1114)
Public liability, Ch. 1715 (SB 43)
Renumoering of chapter ana section, Ch. 2132 (AB 2232)
Sale of excess lands, Ch. 239 (AB 315); ^h. 10^7 (AB I94O)
Supplemental preliminary assessments, Ch. 2071 (SB 1424)
Transfer of certain functions from Department of '..ater

Resources, CL. 1607 (^^ti 2963)

TABLES Or STATISTICAL DATA

The following tables contain statistical data of

field ODerations obtained from the annual reoorts of California

irrigation and water storage districts for the year I963 '•

Table I presents aata on suo )ly, storage, and

distribution of v/ater sup.olies.

Table II sets forth aata on irrigated acreage, dry-

farmed acreage, aouble-cropped acreage, and types of

crops grovm in the aistricts.

Table III is a directory of California irrigation

and v/ater storage districts.
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